
 

  

HBMS Rising 7th Grade Language Arts Summer Reading 2020 
Pre-AP Students: Choose TWO of the novels below to read over the summer. 

On-Level Students: Choose ONE of the novels below to read over the summer. 

The Giver  by Lois Lowry -  The 1994 Newbery Medal winner has become one of the most influential novels of our 
time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of 
conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to 
understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. 
*available as an audiobook and ebook in destinydiscover.com 

A Wrinkle in Time  by Madeleine L'Engle - The story of Meg Murry, a high-school-aged girl who is transported on an 
adventure through time and space with her younger brother Charles Wallace and her friend Calvin O'Keefe to 
rescue her father, a gifted scientist, from the evil forces that hold him prisoner on another planet. 
*available as an audiobook in destinydiscover.com 

Maze Runner  by James Dashner - When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. 
He’s surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. Outside the towering stone walls that 
surround them is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive. 
Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying: Remember. Survive. Run. 
*available as an audiobook and ebook in destinydiscover.com 

Uglies  by Scott Westerfeld - The Uglies series has more than 3 million books in print, has been translated into 
twenty-seven languages, and spent more than fifty weeks on the New York Times bestseller list. Tally’s adventures 
begin in Uglies, where she learns the truth about what life as a Pretty really means. In Uglies, all sixteen-year-old 
children are required to have cosmetic surgery that will make them “pretty.” Tally Youngblood cannot wait to 
become pretty, but her life changes when she meets Shay, a girl who wants to remain “ugly.” Tally lives in a 
dystopian future where everything is provided for by the city. 

Divergent  by Veronica Roth - In Beatrice Prior’s dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five factions, each 
dedicated to the cultivation of a particular virtue—Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the 
brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds 
must select the faction to which they will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice, the decision is between staying 
with her family and being who she really is—she can’t have both. So she makes a choice that surprises everyone, 
including herself. 
*available as an audiobook in destinydiscover.com 

Echo by Pam Muñoz Ryan - Lost and alone in the forbidden Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters 
and suddenly finds himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica. The 
historical stories are narrated by 4 different voices.....and take us to Germany, Pennsylvania, and California. 
*available as an audiobook in destinydiscover.com/available as an audiobook in Tales2Go 

Boy: Tales of Childhood  by Roald Dahl - Roald Dahl's tales of his own childhood are completely fascinating and 
fiendishly funny. Did you know that Roald Dahl nearly lost his nose in a car accident? Or that he was once a 
chocolate candy tester for Cadbury's? Have you heard about his involvement in the Great Mouse Plot of 1924? 
If not, you don’t yet know all there is to know about Roald Dahl. Sure to captivate and delight you, the boyhood 
antics of this master storyteller are not to be missed!  

I am Malala:  The Story of the Girl who Stood up for Education and was Shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai, Christina 
Lamb - When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai 
refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. This intriguing novel focuses on Malala’s fight for 
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survival and opportunity.  

As you are reading, reflect and write a response (on the next page) to the following 
guiding questions: 
 

 
 
 

1. How does your main character come to an understanding of his or her strengths and what 
he or she has to offer the world around them? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2. What is motivating your character to solve his or her conflict? 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3. How do you connect to your main character (e.g. personality, strengths, conflict, 
motivation, interests)? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

4. What did you discover about yourself as you were reading your novel of choice?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What did this discovery lead you to understand about your purpose/what you find most 
important to give back to the world around you? 
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